
Greetings ABO Members: 
 
Let me begin this message by thanking my two Presidential predecessors, Lisa Victoravich and 
Donna Bobek Schmitt, for their hard work and vast institutional knowledge. I would also like to 
thank the incredible section members who volunteer their time and efforts in serving as officers, 
chairing committees, coordinating programs, organizing doctoral consortia, and doing a host of 
other myriad activities. You are all the heart and soul of the section and without you the Section 
as we know it would cease to be. So pat yourselves on the back and know that your efforts are 
genuinely appreciated and valued. 
 
One of our challenges going forward is to think creatively about funding opportunities. This year 
we increased our dues from $25 to $45 to allow us to fund initiatives to further our mission of 
stimulating knowledge at the intersection of behavioral science and accounting. While BRIA is 
highly regarded, our goal is to continue to raise its profile and make it the premier journal for 
behavioral research. Likewise, the increase in dues will help us to continue to host a large group 
of doctoral students at the annual doctoral consortium. The AAA has also decided to start a new 
initiative, the Community Initiatives and Financial Sustainability Task Force, to address funding 
issues more broadly across all sections.   
 
In October we enjoyed a terrific research conference and doctoral consortium in Albuquerque. 
Jennifer Winchel organized a stimulating program for the 47 doctoral student attendees. Thank 
you Jennifer! I would also like to thank Derek Dalton who organized the research conference 
with 45 paper presentations and a research forum. I think we were all enthused with the panel 
session on Using Online Participant Platforms to Further Your Research; thanks to Kathryn 
Kadous, Justin Leiby, Kristina Rennekamp, and Ken Trotman. Again, it is all of you, the Section 
members, who allow this conference to take place. Without volunteers to review submissions, 
moderate sessions, and discuss papers, we would not be able to put on such a terrific 
conference.  
 
Looking forward we have an editorial change taking place at BRIA in June. We owe Rick 
Hatfield a tremendous thank you for the job he has done as editor, and we welcome Steve 
Salterio as the incoming editor who will begin managing submissions as of June 1. Calls have 
already been issued for the BRIA Best Paper Award, the Outstanding Dissertation Award, and 
the Notable Contribution Award. Please consider nominating an appropriate person. Planning is 
also underway for the 2017 Research Conference and Doctoral Consortium to be held October 
5 – 7 in Pittsburgh, PA. Kerry Humphreys is hard at work organizing the doctoral consortium. 
When she reaches out to you for your help I hope you will say yes! Similarly Robin Radtke is 
working on organizing the conference program. I would like to encourage all section members to 
take an active role in reviewing papers for the conference, especially those members who 
submit papers. In addition, we always need volunteers to serve as discussants and moderators. 
Take initiative and be involved; this section will be the better for all of your efforts. 
  
In closing, I am honored to be the President of the Accounting, Behavior and Organizations 
Section and look forward to seeing everyone in Pittsburgh!  
 
Sally K. Widener 
President 


